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First record of the dollarbird (Eurystomus
orientalis) from Colombo District, Sri Lanka

The Dollarbird, Eurystomus orientalis is one of the
rarest (Harrison & Worfolk, 1999) and endangered
(IUCNSL & MENR, 2007) bird in Sri Lanka.
During a pilgrimage to Ambulgala Rajamaha
Viharaya on 6 July 2009, one individual of
dollarbird (see the cover page of this journal) was
sighted at Ambulgala (6° 54° 20.98” N, 80° 03’
03.01” E) between Hanwella and Ranala around
17:20 h. The dollarbird perched on a branch of a
Jack tree (Artocarpus heterophyllus) around 10 m
from ground level. During 40 minutes the bird flew
away two times and came back and perched on the
same tree. The villagers reported that the bird has
been roosting on the same tree for past two months.
Dollarbirds have been previously reported from
many locations (Fig. 1) (Henry, 1998; Kotagama &
Wijayasinha, 1998; Legge, 1880; Rasmussen &
Anderton, 2005; Seneratne, 1998), but this is the
first record from Colombo District, which is 40 km
away from the nearest previous record from
Kalutara District, Sri Lanka.
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Figure 1: Distribution of the Dollarbird (blue= current
record; red= previous records).
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